Panama, November 29, 2005

Doctor

Roberto Velasquez

Director 

SINAPROC

Esteemed Doctor,

In the resolution No. IA-085-2005 (See Attached) in its resolute portion article No. 17, the National Environmental Authority (ANAM) places upon the National System for Civil Protection the delicate responsibility of watch keeping over “the risks of rock slides and land slides that might present themselves in the terrain selected for the project and apply the recommendations with the end of minimizing the possibilities of disasters in the aforementioned area.”

In regards to this, with the utmost respect and as citizens concerned for the safety and well being of all who reside in this lovely country and who enjoy our historical national treasures and protected areas, as is Ancon Hill, it is our duty to ask you the following questions, and because of their importance, we await your reply.
1. Can SINAPROC count on personnel skilled and specialized in groundwork and geological studies in order to carry out the duties placed upon it by ANAM resolution No. IA-085-2005?
2. If the answer to the previous question is affirmative, we ask you to give us the names and certifications of the personnel who are qualified and will be carrying out the surveys and studies of the rocky slope, which is scarred by fissures and has actual and frequent rock slides, where Ancon quarry used to be, and where the developers pretend to construct (see Approved Environmental Impact Study and declarations made by the developer in mass media, for example Panama America on November 16, 2005, page C-4)
· A six story cafeteria plus a basement, with three of those floors on the rocky slope or cliff;
· Tele-ferry arrival station at the top of Ancon Hill for two gondolas weighing 15 tons each with their cables of varying tonnage and a capacity for 81 people per gondola every 5 minutes.
· A 60 meter tower and the top of Nuevo Chorrillo Hill, where there are already two immense water tanks t supply the population and whose neighbors on Oleander street and on Gavilan street frequently experience floods and sudden quagmires as a result of the unmitigated deforestation perpetrated by a previous developer.

3. Will you follow the recommendations of the preliminary ground studies of Panama’s Technological University?, whose text says: “We recommend increasing the depth of the foundations some 50 meters beneath the actual level of the terrain and a retreat of some 20 meters from the slope with the purpose of avoiding potential zones of surface faults in the in the actual conditions…”, “We recommend a topographical surveying of the area that should complement the existing data (some 200 additional meters of terrain) and the dip of the stratum and directions of the dominant discontinuities in the rocky slope (the survey should be carried out by an experienced geologist) for the purpose of analyzing the overall stability and failure from wedges and apply the non-linear criteria for the resistance of the rocky mass.”  (see attached photocopies with the commentaries of the Panamanian Technological University)
4. Do you accept the delicate job that has been assigned to you by ANAM in its resolution No.IA-085-2005, article 17, to be responsible and to give recommendations that would give the green light to the construction of said structures on Ancon Hill and Nuevo Chorrillo Hill and thusly guarantee the minimum risk of disasters?

5. What is SINAPROC’s opinion that the aforementioned, approved resolution No. IA-085-2005, in its resolute portion article 17, finishes by stipulating that “the developer must supervise said obligations,” and could you also mention its legal justification.
We thank you for your prompt reply, and respectfully congratulate you for the effective and noble service you give for the benefit of the country,

